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PCT/JP2003/013824 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

[^] This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
famished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

|^| The international application as originally filed/furnished 
| | the description: 

pages > 85 originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

| j the claims: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

[ | the drawings: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



[ | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. n The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

1 | the sequence listing (specify)'. 

[ J any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 



4, \^\ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

|^] the description, pages , 

| | the claims, Nos. 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

|~| the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



1 . O 1x1 response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

I [ restricted the claims. 

paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest 
I | neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. I - ] ™ s Autnorit y found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
— not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
□ complied with. 



not complied with for the following reasons: 



Invention 1 
Invention 3 
Invention 5 
Invention 7 
Invention 9 
Invention 1 1 
Invention 13 



Claims 1-4 
Claims 7 and 8 
Claims 10 and 11 
Claims 15 and 16 
Claims 21-23 
Claim 27 
Claims 29-30 



Invention 2 
Invention 4 
Invention 6 
Invention 8 
Invention 10 
Invention 12 
Invention 14 



Claims 5 and 6 
Claim 9 

Claims 12-14 and 17 
Claims 18-20 
Claims 24-26 
Claim 28 
Claims 31-34 



The matter common to claims 1-34 is a steam valve comprising a valve casing having a main 
steam inlet and a main steam outlet, and a strainer provided inside the valve casing. 

However, as a result of the search, it became clear that the above common matter was 
disclosed in, for example, the microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written 
application of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 038546/1981 (Laid-Open Utility Model No. 
152405/1982); therefore, it does not appear to be novel. 

As a result, the above common matter is nothing more than a matter within the scope of prior 
art; therefore, the common matter is not a special technical feature in the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, 
Paragraph 2. 

Therefore, there is no matter common to all of the claims. 

Further, there are no other common matters considered to be a special technical feature in the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, Paragraph 2; therefore, no technical relationship in terms of the PCT Rule 
13 can be found among the inventions with such difference. 

Therefore, the inventions 1-14 do not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
1^1 all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. . 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1» Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-27, 29-34 


YES 




Claim 


28 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


4, 7-20, 26, 27,31-34 


YES 




Claims 


1-3, 5, 6,21-25, 28-30 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-34 


YES 




Claims 




NO 











International application No. 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1 : Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of 

Japanese Utility Model Application No. 038546/1981 (Laid-Open Utility Model No. 
1 52405/1 982) (Tokyo Shibaura Electric Co., Ltd.) 
September 24, 1 982 (09.24.82), Fig. 5 
Document 2: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of 

Japanese Utility Model Application No. 105316/1983 (Laid-Open Utility Model No. 
17222/1985) (Hitachi, Ltd.) 
February 5, 1985 (02.05.85), Fig. 3 
Document 3: IP, 50-13702, A (Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd.) 

February 13, 1975 (02.13.75), Fig. 4 
Document 4: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of 

Japanese Utility Model Application No. 130454/1984 (Laid-Open Utility Model No. 
48904/1 986) (Toshiba Corporation) 
April 2, 1986 (04.02.86), Fig. 5 

Claim 1 

Document 1 describes the basic constitution of the invention relating to claim 1 of the present 
application. 

Document 2 describes an invention comprising a closing part provided in a strainer that partly 
blocks flow of main steam flowing from outside to inside. 

Claims 2 and 3 

Documents 1 and 2 do not appear to involve an inventive step. 

Document 2 describes an invention wherein a closing part provided in a strainer is provided at a 
position opposite a main steam outlet side, and an invention wherein a closing part serves as a shield 
and the shield is provided on a position opposite the main steam side and outside the strainer. 

Claim 4 

None of the documents 1-4 describes or suggests the point that a closing part serves as a shield 
and the shield is provided on a position opposite a main steam side and inside a strainer. 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 
Continuation of Box V.2: 

Claims ...... 

The invention of claim 5 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on documents 1 and 

Document 3 describes a guide plate. 

Claim 6 

The invention of claim 6 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on documents 1 and 

Choosing a position opposite a main steam outlet side would be easy for a party skilled in the 
art. 

Claims 7-20 

None of the documents 1-4 describes or suggests the inventions described in claims 7-20. 
Claims 21-24 

The inventions of claims 21-24 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on documents 
1 and 4. 

Document 4 describes an invention configured so as to prevent collision of main steams 
dividedly flowing around a closing part. 

Claim 25 

The invention of claim 25 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on documents 1, 2 
and 4. 

Document 2 describes an invention wherein a shield is disposed outside a strainer and at a 
position facing a main steam inlet. 

Claims 26 and 27 

None of the documents 1-4 describes or suggests the inventions described in claims 26 and 27. 
Claim 28 

Document 4 describes the invention relating to claim 28. 
Claims 29 and 30 

The inventions of claims 29 and 30 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 3 and 4. 

Document 3 describes a guide plate. 

Claims 31-34 

None of the documents 1-4 describes or suggests the inventions described in claims 31-34. 
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